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Ideal Age to Start Breeding 
 

As a large and relatively slow-maturing breed, Valais Blacknose ewes in Switzerland are 
typically not bred until they are over 12 months of age, with most lambing for the first time 
between 18 and 24 months. The breed is non-seasonal, with an average reproductive rate of 1.6 
lambs per ewe per year. However, it is generally recommended to breed naturally once per year 
to maintain ewe health and condition. 

Because ewes require time to recover and recondition after lambing, it is essential to assess 
body condition at weaning, or at the latest eight weeks before tupping, to ensure they are in 
optimal breeding condition. 

 

 

 


