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How to Register Your Lambs 
 
We often receive questions about the lamb registration process, so here’s a quick guide to help 
you through each step. 
 
Step 1: Join the Society 
To access the Grassroots registry and register your animals, you’ll need to be a Gold Member of 
the Valais Blacknose Society. 
 
You can join here: Valais Blacknose Society 
 
Once your membership is confirmed and fees are paid, you’ll receive personal login details for 
the Grassroots system. This allows you to manage your flock and register all births directly 
online. 
 

Step 2: Register Births 
Within your Grassroots account, go to ‘Manage My Animals’ → ‘Births’. 
From there, you can choose to: 

• Birth Notify lambs 
• List Non-Breeding Animals (e.g. castrated males or Spitti males) 
• Fully Register your lambs 

 
Please note: all lambs intended for breeding must be fully registered and DNA tested within 18 
months of age. 
 

Step 3: Select a DNA Sampling Kit 
When registering, ensure you select the appropriate DNA sampling option: 

• Blood card 
• Nasal swab 
• Tissue tag.  

o Order your VBS DNA Ear Tissue Tags directly from Caisley Eartag Ltd 
 
Once your registration information and payment have been submitted, Grassroots will post the 
relevant DNA kit to you along with full sampling instructions. 
 

Step 4: Return the DNA Sample 
• Send your completed DNA sample back to Grassroots as instructed. 
• Once results are processed, Grassroots will confirm registration by email and issue your 

pedigree certificates. If there are any issues with the results, they will contact you 
directly. 

 

 
 

https://signup.grassroots.co.uk/Form/VALAI/en-GB
https://caisley-tags.co.uk/vbs-dna-sheep-tags/
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Registration Requirements 
To ensure accurate pedigree records, please note the following parameters: 

• All ewes, rams, and lambs must be offspring of registered pedigree parents (both sire 
and dam). 

• Ewe lambs must be DNA profiled. 
• Spitti ewe lambs must be DNA parent verified. 
• Ram lambs must meet breed standards and be DNA profiled. 
• Ram lambs not meeting breed standards should be castrated and listed in Grassroots 

as non-breeding animals. Non-breeding certificates can be issued for authenticity if 
required. 

• Offspring from cross-bred Valais Blacknose sheep are not eligible for registration. 
Breeders selling cross-bred animals must declare this before sale to avoid 
misunderstanding. 

 
 
Ordering DNA Kits 
If you need to order DNA testing kits for sheep born before 01/01/2024, you can do so via your 
Grassroots account or by contacting the Grassroots office directly. 
 
For animals born after 01/01/2024, DNA testing is automatically included in the registration 
process. 
 
To order DNA kits online: 

1. Select ‘Manage My Animals’ 
2. Choose ‘DNA Profile and Parentage Verification’ 
3. Tick the animals you wish to test (you can select multiple at once) 
4. Click ‘Continue’, verify details, then ‘Submit’ your request 
5. Complete payment - Grassroots will post your kits once payment is received. 

 
Full details on current registration and DNA testing fees can be found here. 
 

For further guidance, visit the Help section (top right of your account landing page), where you’ll 
find a Step-by-Step Guide and a 5-minute video on using the Grassroots Online Registry. 

 

 

https://chatgpt.com/c/68e10b5b-4f14-832a-85be-7dea41c12bd7

