The Spitti

Occasionally, a purebred Valais Blacknose sheep may produce offspring with reversed or
atypical colouring and markings. These animals are referred to as “Spitti”, a term adopted in the
UK from Swiss Blacknose breeders.

The appearance of a Spitti can vary. Some have predominantly black fleece rather than white,
while others may exhibit irregular or splotched patterns.

Important Points:

o Asheep showing minor mismarks (e.g. extra leg spots or a single large colour patch) is
not classified as a Spitti.

o A Spitti is the offspring of two purebred Valais Blacknose parents (both dam and sire).
Offspring resulting from crossbreeding (e.g. between a Valais Blacknose and a Jacob
sheep) do not qualify as Spitti.

e Spitti females are eligible for breeding and for registration in Grassroots, if DNA
parentage verification confirms purebred status.

e Spitti males should be castrated and not used for breeding purposes.

e Male Spittis may be ‘Listed’ on the Grassroots registry as non-breeding animals and will
be issued a “Listed - Non-Breeding” certificate.
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