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Castration Guidance 
 
The Valais Blacknose Society recommends castrating any ram lambs that do not meet the breed 
standard. Maintaining the integrity of the Swiss breeding standard is paramount, and only 
correctly marked, well-structured rams should be retained for breeding. This ensures that the 
national flock continues to reflect the true characteristics and quality of the Valais Blacknose 
breed. 
 
When castration is undertaken, the welfare of the lamb must be the highest priority. 
Consideration should be given not only to the pain and distress caused by the procedure, but 
also to the stress of handling and the risk of infection or mismothering, particularly in very young 
lambs. Castration should never be performed until the ewe–lamb bond is fully established. 
 
Castration must be carried out strictly in accordance with UK animal welfare legislation: 

• The use of a rubber ring or similar device to restrict blood flow is permitted only within 
the first week of life and without anaesthetic. 

• Once a lamb is over three months of age, castration may only be performed by a 
veterinary surgeon using an appropriate anaesthetic, in compliance with the Protection 
of Animals (Anaesthetics) Act 1954 and the Veterinary Surgeons Act 1966. 

• The procedure must always be conducted by a competent, trained person using clean 
equipment and maintaining strict hygiene standards. 

• Further information: Code of Recommendations for the Welfare of Livestock: Sheep 
 
 
UK Castration Legislation and Guidance 
These links outline the legal framework and welfare requirements for castration procedures 
across the United Kingdom. While details vary slightly between England, Scotland, Wales, and 
Northern Ireland, all legislation emphasises the need to minimise pain and distress, ensure 
competence, and use anaesthetic where required. 

 
• England: The Mutilations (Permitted Procedures) (England) Regulations 2007 
• Wales: The Mutilations (Permitted Procedures) (Wales) Regulations 2007  
• Scotland: Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006 
• Northern Ireland: Welfare of Animals Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 

 
 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1132088/Code_of_recommendations_for_the_welfare_of_livestock_-_sheep.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2007/1100/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2007/1029/schedule/5
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nia/2011/16/contents

