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Tail Docking Standards 
 
Tail docking should be carried out in line with the top of the black marking on the lamb’s hocks. 
The most common and effective method is the use of a rubber ring or band, applied within the 
first week of life in accordance with UK animal welfare legislation. The band works by gradually 
restricting blood flow to the tail, which will detach naturally after a few weeks. 
If using rubber rings without anaesthetic or analgesia, lambs must be under seven days old.  
 
For any tail docking or castration procedures performed after this age, breeders should consult 
a veterinary surgeon to ensure compliance with welfare regulations and the use of appropriate 
pain relief. 
 
The photographs below illustrate the correct tail length and the appearance before, during, and 
after the application of the band. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UK Tail Docking Legislation and Guidance 
The links below outline the legal framework and welfare requirements governing the tail docking 
of lambs across the United Kingdom. While specific regulations vary slightly between England, 
Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland, all legislation emphasises that the procedure must only 
be performed by a competent person, using appropriate equipment, and in a way that 
minimises pain and distress. Rubber rings or bands may only be applied to lambs under seven 
days old, and sufficient tail length must remain to cover the vulva in females or the anus in 
males. Breeders should familiarise themselves with the relevant legislation for their region to 
ensure full compliance with animal welfare standards. 
 

• England: The Mutilations (Permitted Procedures) (England) Regulations 2007 
• Wales: The Mutilations (Permitted Procedures) (Wales) Regulations 2007  
• Scotland: Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006 
• Northern Ireland: Welfare of Animals Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 

 
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2007/1100/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2007/1029/schedule/5
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nia/2011/16/contents

