
One Tag, One Step: DNA Test and Register Your Lambs with Ease

Efficient flock management is easier than ever. With Society-approved Caisley DNA Tissue 
Sampling Ear Tags and the Grassroots Online Registry, you can tag, DNA test, and register 
your lambs in one simple process.

These Society tags, supplied by Caisley, ensure consistency, quality, and compatibility with 
our official Valais Blacknose registration system.

Whether you’re verifying parentage, safeguarding pedigree lines, or preparing animals for 
sale, this streamlined method saves time and ensures your records are accurate and up-to-
date.

What Are Caisley DNA Tissue Sampling Ear Tags?
Caisley ear tags are an innovative tool for modern livestock management. These tags not 
only provide permanent visual identification but also collect a DNA tissue sample from the 
ear at the time of application.

Key Features:
• Two-in-One: Tags the lamb as normal with DEFRA approved tags and collects a 

DNA sample in one simple step
• Accurate: Each tag has a unique official ID number linked to the vial with the DNA 

sample 
• Animal-Friendly: Fast and minimally invasive during routine tagging
• Long-Lasting: Designed to stay in place for the lifetime of the animal

This makes Caisley tags ideal for parentage verification, genetic testing, and pedigree 
integrity, critical for maintaining breed standards.

Why Use DNA Tissue Sampling?
Incorporating DNA testing into your registration process offers multiple benefits:

• Parentage Confirmation: Confirms sire and dam, improving accuracy in pedigrees
• Pedigree Integrity: Supports the credibility of breed records and grading systems
• Genetic Health: Enables smarter breeding decisions by tracking lineage and results
• Simplified Workflow: Collect the sample at tagging - no additional handling required

By selecting “Tissue Tag” as your DNA method during registration, the system automatically 
links the tag number with the DNA sample, keeping everything connected and streamlined.

About the Valais Blacknose Grassroots Registry
The official UK Valais Blacknose flock book is maintained by Grassroots on behalf of the 
Society, providing breeders with a centralised platform to:

• Track ancestry and pedigree
• Store DNA test results and grading data
• Record births, deaths, and sales
• Keep accurate, accessible digital flock records



You can manage registrations via the mobile app, online portal, or by paper forms, but only 
for animals in your registered ownership.

How to Register and DNA Test Your Lambs
Once your lambs are tagged, registering them and linking their DNA sample is quick and 
easy. You have three options:

1. Use the Grassroots Mobile App
Perfect for use during lambing or when you're out in the field.
Getting Started:

• Download the app from the Apple App Store or Google Play (search Grassroots 
Systems)

• Set up your login and sync with your breed records
• The first month is free, then choose from £1.99/month or £14.99/year

(Cancel within the trial period to avoid charges)

To Register:
• Add birth date, sire and dam, number born
• Enter the last 5 digits of the lamb's EID tag
• Your flock prefix will auto-fill - just add names if desired
• Choose "Registered" and select "Tissue Tag" as the DNA method
• Submit the registration and pay in-app or later via invoice
• Send the vials to Grassroots, PO Box 251, Exeter. EX2 8WX

Extra Features:
• Log births, deaths, and transfers
• Flag animals for sale
• Add private notes
• Attach images (private or public - useful for animals listed for sale)
• Offline functionality syncs when signal is available

2. Use the Grassroots Online Registry
A straightforward option for desktop or laptop users.
Steps:

• Log in to the Valais Blacknose Grassroots Registry
• Click the menu icon and choose ‘Births’
• Enter litter details: date of birth, sire, dam, number born
• Add individual lamb details:
• Final 5 digits of the EID tag - Ensure Grassroots have been notified of your Defra UK 

flock no
• Flock prefix and name (if applicable) - Your flock prefix will auto-fill, add names if 

desired
• Choose Registered and select "Tissue Tag" for DNA
• Submit the application
• You’ll be taken to the shopping basket if payment is due
• If not paid immediately, an invoice or a receipted invoice will be sent
• Send the vials to Grassroots, PO Box 251, Exeter. EX2 8WX

3. Submit a Paper Application
Paper applications are still accepted via post or email.
However, we strongly encourage breeders to use the mobile app or online system if 
possible. These options are faster, more efficient, and provide immediate access to your 
records.

Ready to Get Started?
With just one tag and one step, you can:

https://breeds.grassroots.co.uk/VALAI/CoreCulture/en-GB


• Permanently identify your lambs
• Collect a DNA sample
• Complete their Grassroots registration

It’s quick, easy, and fits seamlessly into your existing lambing routine.

Need Support?
If you need help with registering animals, please contact Grassroots:
Email: agency@grassroots.co.uk

Order Caisley DNA Tissue Sampling Tags
• Order Form
• Tag Information & Application Video
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